
                                                        
 

Harrow Athletic Club 2018 Chairman’s Report 
 
Introduction 
For the third year running I find myself sitting back and trying to think what to write in this report. 
So much happens in the year between each AGM and so many people are involved that it 
becomes difficult to narrow down all the marvellous things that happen in the club, the 
performances and the dedication – but then that itself becomes the message.  
 
Harrow AC has a long and proud history, with many decorated athletes beginning their careers 
under the guidance of the volunteers, coaches and officials at our club. Probably the best thing I 
can say here is that this continues – we have some truly outstanding athletes at the club and 
they continue to shine. They can only do so with the help of everyone who reads this – so let 
me take this opportunity to thank you, from myself on behalf of all the athletes. 
 
Performance 
Harrow AC continues to deliver performance in all age groups. 
 
In the Youth Development League Upper (under 17 and under 20) the combined mens and 
womens team dominated the league and finished as champions. We will compete in the 
Premier division next season. Huge congratulations to all the athletes and long standing team 
manager Martin Russell. In the YDL Lower (under 13 and under 15) the team finished 2nd in the 
league and narrowly missed out on promotion.  
 
In the Southern Athletics League (SAL), a clash in the final match with a British Athletics 
League fixture meant a weakened team put in a spirited performance but unfortunately we were 
relegated to Division 2 East. Four teams finished with the same points total so we were very 
unlucky. 
 
In the flagship competitions for UK athletics, the UK Womens Athletics League (UKWAL) and 
the British Athletics League (BAL) both saw improved finishes for the teams over 2016. We will 
continue to compete in Division One in both leagues and this is tremendous effort by team 
managers Laura Turner-Alleyne and Tony Bush.  
 
For those athletes that prefer rougher terrain, the Chiltern league saw Harrow retain the Vet 
mens title once again. We also had top five individual finishes in 6 different age groups, showing 
the depth of the team. There were times when the womens teams were light on numbers and 
this will be an area of focus for the 2018/19 season. 
 
Throughout 2017, there were 20 new club records from athletes of all ages in a variety of 
disciplines, once again showing the range of coaching and competition we offer for our athletes. 
Well done to everyone. 
 
Off the Field of Play 
We have had a number of new volunteers in a number of roles whilst also seeing others stand 
down for a variety of reasons. Huge thanks to previous committee members Carolyn Wilson and 
Steve Allen who have both continued to support the club in delivering for our athletes. Also, 
thanks to Ian Farr for stepping so enthusiastically into a role for volunteer recruitment and coach 
co-ordination. This is helping a lot and we are seeing a rise in the number of courses being 
funded for volunteers. Remember, the club will pay for your qualifications with UK Athletics! 
 



                                                        
 

The Harrow parkrun is now firmly embedded into Saturday morning routines for over 150 people 
every week. We have recruited a number of athletes from the event and the club, in particular 
committee member Mike Lepps, continues to be heavily involved in delivering the event every 
week and recruiting those people who complete their morning run at the faster end of the group! 
 
One area that has had some problems is the online payment facility. Overall this has been a 
significant step forwards for the club with a huge reduction in administration and an increase in 
membership fees being collected. However a problem with the supplier database (last year) and 
then problems collecting payments via PayPal (this year) has caused some stress for which I 
apologise. It appears to be completely fixed now, 
 
Harrow Half marathon 
A long time in the planning, the Harrow Half marathon (www.harrowhalfmarathon.co.uk) 
launched in September last year. The event was a huge success with over 800 entries to the 
half marathon and our family event – the Sir Roger Bannister Family Mile. Sir Roger gave us his 
blessing to name the family mile after him – it is a great shame that the sporting world lost such 
an icon this year. RIP. He would, I’m sure, have been cheered by the sight of 150 or so mums, 
dads and children of all ages running a mile around the grounds of Harrow school. Harrow West 
MP Gareth Thomas who helped us in raising sponsorship and mobilising council resources took 
part with his daughter – finishing last! 
 
Through an incredible effort, particularly Kevin Concannon and Dave Gordon working with 
myself and the council, we were able to raise a significant level of sponsorship resulting in a 
financial agreement that has brought just short of £9,000 into the club as a direct result of this 
one event. I am very pleased to say that we will once again be putting on the event on 16th 
September this year. 
 
The level of commitment from Harrow AC volunteers, coaches, parents and athletes to help 
make the event happen was fantastic and we will once again be asking for help to make this 
happen later in the year. Anyone interested in helping the planning please do get in touch.  
 
Challenges 
As you’ll all be aware, funding is becoming more and more difficult to come by and Harrow 
Council continue to look to make savings. Unfortunately this has now led to the council making 
the decision to stop funding teams into the London Youth Games and the London mini-
marathon. Harrow AC has always managed these events on behalf of the council but entries 
and travel were paid for.  
 
As a committee we have discussed this and, particularly in light of the increased revenue from 
the Harrow Half marathon, the club will fund these competitions to continue to create 
opportunities for young athletes in Harrow to represent their Borough. We will review this 
annually but are committed to our objective in the club constitution to “promote participation in 
athletics...”  
 
Looking Ahead 
We are continuing to host league meetings and, off the field we will be continuing to look to 
secure revenue to support the club. We are also looking at ways to increase the range and 
depth of coaching available. 
 
Have a successful 2018! 


